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On March 13, 2026, the Government of Ontario announced that it would end provincial funding for
Consumption and Treatment Services (CTS) sites across the province in mid-June.

In the weeks following the announcement, we explored every avenue to continue these critical services,
including alternative funding opportunities, discussions regarding exemption renewals, and options for modified
operations. The combined realities of funding uncertainty, operational requirements, and regulatory limitations
have made it clear that it is no longer feasible to continue Consumption and Treatment Services in St.
Catharines beyond June 12, 2026.

This decision comes in the midst of an ongoing toxic drug and overdose crisis that continues to impact
communities across Niagara. The Niagara Substance Use Strategy has issued an Adverse Reaction Alert due to
a surge in overdoses, and Niagara EMS is responding to an average of 120 suspected overdose calls per month.

We are working closely with our partners, and with people who use substances, to mitigate the harms associated
with this closure and ensure programs and services remain responsive to evolving community needs. We will
monitor the impact of the closure through ongoing data collection and analysis, while also seeking additional
funding to support responsive and evidence-informed services.

Since opening in December 2018, supervised consumption services at CTS have provided safety, connection,
and non-judgmental care for people who use substances, while also supporting our broader healthcare and
community systems. Since 2018, the site has had more than 89,000 visits, reversed over 1,500 overdoses,
provided drug checking and drug market monitoring supports, and facilitated thousands of referrals and
connections to healthcare, housing, treatment, and social supports.

Beyond the numbers this space became a community. It was a place where people could access support without
shame, where relationships were built, and where people were given respect and dignity during some of their
most difficult and vulnerable moments.

We extend deep gratitude to the team who has shown extraordinary dedication and care every day. The
emotional weight of this work cannot be overstated, and their commitment to preserving life and supporting
people has made a profound difference in our community.

We also want to thank our community partners who have supported this work over the years. Progress is only
possible through collaboration, trust, and our shared values that every person deserves access to safety and
support.

To our service users: thank you for placing your trust in us and allowing us to be part of your journey. You have
been our teachers, you have inspired us, and our time together at CTS has shaped us in ways that we will never
forget. We promise to keep fighting with you.

While this chapter is coming to an end, the overdose crisis has not disappeared and we will continue to push for
a system where every member of our community is treated with dignity, supported with compassion, and
connected to the evidence-based care they deserve.



